Lauren Aleksunes, Pharm.D., Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in the Ernest Mario School of
Pharmacy at Rutgers University. She is also a resident scientist in the Environmental and
Occupational Health Sciences Institute. Lauren investigates the metabolism and transport of
drugs and toxicants in the placenta, brain, and kidneys. In 2014, Lauren was awarded a Board
of Trustees Research Fellowship for Scholarly Excellence and a Presidential Fellowship for
Teaching Excellence. Her research is funded by two R01 grants from the NIH/NIEHS. Lauren
is Director of the T32-funded Joint Graduate Program in Toxicology and Co-Director of the
R25-funded Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship.

Dr. Ioannis Androulakis is a Professor in the Departments of Biomedical Engineering, where
he serves as the Undergraduate Director, Chemical & Biochemical Engineering, and holds an
adjunct faculty position in the Department of Surgery at Rutgers-RWJ Medical School. His
research focuses on systems biology and pharmacology with emphasis on the interactions
between the circadian, metabolic and immune systems. He is Fellow of the American Institute
for Medical and Biological Engineering. Holds a BS from NTUA, Athens, Greece; and
MS/PhD from Purdue University in Chemical Engineering. He was a Research Associate at
Princeton University and prior to joining Rutgers was with ExxonMobil's Corporate Strategic
Research Laboratories.

Beth Angell is an Associate Professor in the School of Social Work and a core faculty member
in the Institute for Health, Health Care Policy, and Aging Research. She teaches and conducts
research on mental health treatment, particularly issues related to involuntary treatment and
co-occurring criminal justice involvement among adults with serious and persistent mental
illness. In addition, she serves as Chair of the Faculty for the School of Social Work,
overseeing promotion and tenure processes for tenure track and non-tenure track faculty and
coordinating faculty mentoring programs.

Charletta A. Ayers, MD, MPH, is the interim Vice Chair of the Department of Obstetrics,
Gynecology and Reproductive Sciences at Rutgers-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School
(RWJMS). Dr. Ayers is presently Chief of Obstetrical Services at Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital, OB/GYN General Division Director at RWJMS and Program Director for
the Ob/GYN Academic Faculty Scholars Program. She is an active member of the Global
Health Office at RWJMS and Central New Jersey Maternal & Child Health Consortium.
Her research interests include global health and population health’s impact on women’s health.
She is a founding member of “International Healthcare Volunteers,” which provides healthcare
to underserved women and families in Africa and the Caribbean, and continuing medical
education to healthcare providers in developing countries.

Dunbar Birnie is the Corning/Saint-Gobain/Malcolm G. McLaren Distinguished Chair in the
Department of Materials Science and Engineering. Dr. Birnie joined Rutgers in 2004 after
spending his early career at the University of Arizona. He holds BS and PhD degrees from
MIT and is deeply involved in solar research from the nano-scale (material synthesis and
device fabrication) up to the mega-scale (system integration with energy storage and powering
electric transportation for the future). He regularly teaches a practical class on “Solar Cell
Design and Fabrication”, which integrates innovation and new solar inventions as frequent
analysis topics.

Linda Brzustowicz, M.D. is Distinguished Professor and Chair of the Department of Genetics at
Rutgers University. Her area of expertise is the genetic basis of psychiatric disorders, particularly
schizophrenia and autism. Dr. Brzustowicz received an A.B. Cum Laude in Biochemical Sciences
from Harvard University, and an M.D. from Columbia University. She completed her residency in
Psychiatry and a research fellowship in Molecular Genetics at Columbia University. She has been a
faculty member at Rutgers since 1994. Dr. Brzustowicz holds medical licenses in NY and NJ, is
ABPN certified in psychiatry, and is a Distinguished Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association.

Nancy Cintron, a two-time alumnus of Rutgers University; first from Douglass College where
she received her BA and later from the Graduate School of Social Work. She began her higher
education career as a member of the administration for the Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy.
She currently serves as the Associate Dean for Student Services as well as the Founding
Director for the Pharmacy Educational Opportunity Fund Program. She is a strong advocate
for students, not only at the School of Pharmacy but also throughout the University. Because
of her passion and commitment to students and the community, she was selected as one of the
Committee to Advance Our Common Purposes, Human Dignity Award recipients for 2015.

Dr. Timothy J. Cleary is an associate professor in the Department of Applied Psychology in
the Graduate School of Applied and Professional Psychology (GSAPP). He is an expert in
self-regulated learning (SRL) assessment and intervention practices and has intensively
examined these practices across academic, athletic, and clinical contexts. Dr. Cleary has
published approximately 40 peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters, and books about
SRL, and is the sole editor of a 2015 book, Self-Regulated Learning Interventions with At-Risk
Youth: Enhancing Adaptability, Performance, and Well-Being. Dr. Cleary has also received
several grant awards over the past few years and is currently a co-PI on a 3 million dollar grant
from the Department of Education.

Dr. Elliot Coups is a member of the Cancer Prevention and Control Program at Rutgers Cancer
Institute of New Jersey. He holds faculty appointments as Associate Professor of Medicine at
Robert Wood Johnson Medical School and of Health Education and Behavioral Science at the
School of Public Health. After receiving his Ph.D. in social/health psychology from Rutgers
University, Dr. Coups completed a postdoctoral fellowship at Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center. His research focuses on understanding and promoting health-related behaviors
among cancer survivors and individuals at risk for cancer. Dr. Coups has published more than
100 journal articles, book chapters, and books.

Dr. Robin Diamond is an Assistant Dean at the School of Arts and Sciences and Director of
Transfer Student Services. Her doctoral work was focused on the myth of the model minority
among low achieving Asian American college students. She has worked in a variety of
capacities in her tenure at Rutgers including many areas of Student Affairs and is a co-adjunct
instructor for the GSE College Student Affairs Program. She is on the boards of her
Townhome Association and the local bookstore in her hometown of Metuchen. She enjoys NY
Met baseball, the NYC Ballet and hiking with her pup, Tacy, at her side.

Kevin Ewell is Assistant Dean for Student Services in the School of Communication and
Information. In his role, he directs the Office of Student Services, which provides academic
advising and student support for SC&I students. Throughout his career, he has worked in
Academic Affairs, Student Life, Residence Life, Athletics, and Admissions. He is a two-time
Rutgers alumnus, receiving both his undergraduate and graduate degrees ‘on the
banks’. Kevin is dedicated to service having volunteered for various university committees
and task forces, as well as being active in his local community where he is currently serving
his second term as a member of the Ewing Township Board of Education.

Patricia A. Findley, DrPH, MSW, is an Associate Professor of Social Work, the Special
Assistant to the Dean for Interprofessional Health Initiatives, and the Newark MSW Campus
Coordinator. Her research interests include chronic illness, physical disability,
interprofessional health education, disaster preparedness and response, and cancer
survivorship. She holds a research scholar position within the Veterans Administration where
she explores both physical and mental health issues, as well as trauma issues within the
veteran population. She serves a senior associate and managing editor for the Journal of
Occupational Rehabilitation.

Sharon Fortin is Director of Business Administration and Human Resources for the Edward J.
Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy. A self-declared Rutgers loyalist, Sharon
received her Bachelors and Master of Human Resource Management degrees from Rutgers,
and has worked in various roles at the university since 1994. Sharon is responsible for budget
planning, finance, business/grant/contract administration, faculty and staff resources, policy
compliance, and risk management, and participates in strategic planning. She participates on
myriad school and university committees, collaborating with RU community members to
inform and support mission critical and operational needs. She is often heard saying, “If it
doesn’t add value, it’s not worth the effort.” Personally, she enjoys creating abstract pastel
drawings and tap dancing.

Ingrid Fulmer is an associate professor in the Human Resource Management Department in
the School of Management and Labor Relations. Her research and teaching focus on
relationships among human resource practices (e.g., compensation systems), workforce
composition, and individual and organizational performance. She was recently elected to the
officer/leadership track of the HR Division of the Academy of Management (2015-2020). She
has previously served as the director of the PhD program in SMLR and as associate editor of

two scholarly journals. In her “first” career, prior to pursuing a Ph.D. at Vanderbilt University,
she was a CPA and business consultant. (http://smlr.rutgers.edu/IngridFulmer)

Tobias Gerhard is Associate Professor at the Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy and the
Institute for Health. He conducts research on use, safety and outcomes of prescription drugs,
particularly those used to treat mental health conditions. He is interested in epidemiological
methods and their applications in the analysis of large clinical and administrative databases.
Dr. Gerhard’s current research is funded by grants from NIMH, AHRQ and PCORI, and
examines the comparative safety and effectiveness of treatments for schizophrenia, depression,
and dementia. He is a Fellow and Board Member of the International Society for
Pharmacoepidemiology and serves on FDA’s Drug Safety and Risk Management Advisory
Committee.

Roger F. Grillo, MBA is the Director for Administration and Finance at the New Jersey
Institute for Food, Nutrition and Health. Serving as the chief non-academic officer for the
institute Mr. Grillo provides vision; leadership; strategic planning; facilities management; and
fiscal, budget and personnel planning and management. An experienced and proven research
administrator Mr. Grillo has overall responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the institute

with primary emphasis on strategic and fiscal planning, budget management, IT support,
human resource operational administration, facilities, and space management.

Kenneth M. Karamichael boasts twenty years of experience serving disconnected youth. Ken
currently serves as Associate Director for the Office of Continuing and Professional Education
at the New Jersey Agriculture Experiment Station - Rutgers Cooperative Extension. He is also
the Director of Rutgers T.E.E.M. Gateway, where he has effectively developed programs that
address critical issues in the urban youth community, including the Youth Education and
Employment Success (YE2S) Centers of New Jersey. Currently in Newark and Camden, the
cross-systems, multidisciplinary YE2S Centers have engaged more than 8,000 students since
2007. The center’s impact has been acknowledged by the White House, three times, and
delegations from Northern Ireland, Denmark, Brazil, Tchad-Africa, Japan, Greece and China
have also consulted the YE2S Center. Ken is an active member of the university and has
encouraged interdisciplinary collaborations for nearly twenty five years. He serves on several
municipal and national youth policy boards and consortiums to address youth reengagement
and college/career development. Ken holds Bachelor’s degrees in Computer Science and
Exercise Science, and a Master’s degree in Education, all from Rutgers University.

A former journalist, Dr. Susan Keith studies the evolving practice of journalism, paying
particular attention to the impact of the transition from traditional to digital media forms on
newsroom processes, media content (especially visual content), and legal and ethical concerns.
From 2012 to 2014, Dr. Keith was the coordinator for the Digital Media track in the Masters of
Communication and Information Studies program and has served as area coordinator for
Media Studies in the SC&I Ph.D. program (2010-2012 and fall 2013). She teaches both hands-

on and conceptual courses at the undergraduate level and both theoretical and methodsoriented courses at the Ph.D. level.

Christopher Kenniff serves as the Director of the Mason Gross School of the Arts Extension
Division at Rutgers University, and the artistic director of two concert series (Mason Gross
Presents Summer Series, and the Music at the Museum Concert Series). He is the owner of
Christopher Kenniff LLC , and has served as the Founding Executive Director of the American
String Teacher’s Association of New Jersey (ASTA/NJ) Chamber Music Institute. Kenniff
has been recognized for outstanding achievement as a private studio instructor (classical
guitar) at the pre-college and collegiate level. He is also a critically acclaimed, award-winning
classical guitarist. He holds Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from Southern Methodist
University (Dallas, TX) and an Artist Diploma from Indiana University (Bloomington, IN).

Sharda Kohli, MBA is Director of Administration in the department of Radiation Oncology at
Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey, Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School and
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School. She received her BS from New York University in
Biology and her MBA in Finance from Baruch College, City University of New York. She
has over 20 years of experience in academic healthcare management. She is a member of
numerous professional organizations including MGMA, NCURA and the Society for

Radiation Oncology Administrators where she serves on the Reimbursement and Economic
Committee as well as the Communications Committee.

Robin Leichenko is Professor and Chair of Geography at Rutgers University and co-Director
of the Rutgers Climate Institute. Her research explores economic vulnerability to climate
change, equity implications of climate adaptation, and the interplay between climate extremes
and urban spatial development. Leichenko chairs the Economic Geography Specialty Group of
the Association of American Geographers. She also served as a review editor for the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Fifth Assessment Report. Her book,
Environmental Change and Globalization: Double Exposures (2008, Oxford University
Press), won the Meridian Book Award for Outstanding Scholarly Contribution from the
Association of American Geographers.

Dr. Margaret Quinn, DNP, CPNP is an Advance Practice Pediatric Nurse Practitioner from the
Rutgers Biomedical and Health Sciences, School of Nursing. Dr. Quinn educates students at
all levels of undergraduate and graduate education relative to pediatrics. She is an advocate for
child health and current trends in pediatric nursing including childhood obesity, activity
options, vaccination safety and school health. She also enjoys educating the community and
families of her patients about current pediatric issues. Most recently she has been working

with local communities in the recovery from Super Storm Sandy, and is sharing the results of
her GAP analysis about the stressors experienced by children and adolescents in the aftermath
of the natural disaster.

Dr. Sheraz Siddiqui is a physician in the Department of Family Medicine and Community
Health, within the Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School. He is currently the Director
of the Non Teaching Hospitalist Service as well as the CINJ Hospitalist Service. He is also a
course director for 3rd and 4th year medical student rotations for an elective in Hospitalist
Medicine. His goal is to provide the community, which he grew up in with the best patient
care possible, as well as help shape future generations of physicians to do the same.

Steven Singer graduated from New York University College of Dentistry in 1982. He
practiced for more than 25 years, while teaching Oral & Maxillofacial Radiology. Prior to
moving to Rutgers School of Dental Medicine, he was on the faculty of Columbia University.
Currently, he is Professor and Chair of the Department of Diagnostic Sciences, as well as
Acting Director of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology. Additionally, he is an International
Visiting Professor at Sibar Institute of Dental Sciences in India.

Dr. Singer has more than 35 publications in refereed journals, more than 60 abstracts
presented, and has given many continuing education courses. At RSDM, Dr. Singer is Course
Director for several courses in Oral Radiology.

As associate director of the Center for American Women and Politics (CAWP), Jean Sinzdak
is responsible for developing strategic initiatives and projects, as well as general administrative
oversight. An experienced program director with a strong background in women’s leadership
development and civic engagement initiatives, she directs CAWP's Program for Women
Public Officials, which aims to increase women’s political participation and make political
women's leadership more effective. Sinzdak led the development of CAWP programs designed
to attract more women of color to the political process. She also directs Teach a Girl to
Lead™, a national education and awareness campaign to make women's political leadership
visible to America's youth.

Frank Sonnenberg, MD, FACP, FACMI is Professor of Medicine and Chief Medical
Informatics Officer of the Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School (RWJMS). He was
an undergraduate at SUNY at Stony Brook and completed medical school and a residency in
internal medicine at UCLA. Prior to joining the faculty at RWJMS in 1990, he was Assistant
Professor of Medicine at the Tufts University School of Medicine. At RWJMS, he practices

primary care internal medicine and manages clinical information systems for the faculty
practice. He is a fellow of the American College of Physicians and the American College of
Medical Informatics.

Tudor Vagaonescu is an Associate Professor of Medicine at the Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School. His research interests include invasive and interventional cardiology,
structural heart disease, arterial hypertension, and clinical cardiology. He received his medical
degree from Iuliu Hatieganu University of Medicine and Pharmacy.

Dr. Jeff Wang is Director of Rutgers China Office, Special Assistant to the Chancellor of
Rutgers University – New Brunswick, and a faculty at the School of Social Work. Having
grown up in China and received his Ph.D. in political science from Western Michigan
University, Dr. Wang strongly believes that international education to today’s students will
spur tremendous personal growth, broaden their world perspectives, and enhance their future
careers by developing transnational competencies. Prior to joining Rutgers, Dr. Wang worked
as an associate professor and the China Program Director at University of Georgia, where he

developed and managed more than 40 international programs, and brought more than $1.2
million in international grants and contracts.

Matt Winkler has been at Rutgers for just over 20 years. He has worked in Student Activities,
Orientation, Learning Centers, Undergraduate Advising, and is currently
employed as the Assistant Dean for Advisement for the Graduate School of Education. He is
also an alumnus of the GSE's Ed.D. program in Social and Philosophical Foundations of
Education. Dr. Winkler has been a University Senator for five years, and currently serves as
the co-chair of the Academic Standards Regulations and Admissions Committee. He lives in
Doylestown PA, with his wife Susan and their two children. In his spare time, Matt is a
freelance automotive writer and historian. He has been published in programs for several
regional and national events.

